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Profile

“My greatest reward comes from working closely with our
clients’ inventors and key decision makers to identify and
protect the significant commercial features of their inventions.”

Stephen S. Favakeh is a patent attorney with over 30 years of experience
counseling clients in the development of their worldwide intellectual property
assets. Steve concentrates on the strategic procurement and enforcement
of patent and trademark rights in the United States and abroad, with a
special focus on Japanese clients.

Steve has extensive experience in preparing and prosecuting patent
applications that have resulted in strong patents respected by competitors.
To achieve this, Steve recognizes the importance of gaining a comprehensive
understanding of the background and purpose of each invention developed
by his clients, including the technical challenges that were overcome leading
to their innovative breakthroughs. He has a proven record of success with
prosecution matters that are extremely difficult to get allowed. Steve’s clients
credit his ability to provide an in-depth description of the novel features of
their inventions while still maximizing the scope of the claims in their patents.

Clients also turn to Steve for his opinions on avoiding infringement of
competitors’ patents. Highly analytical and a careful listener, he is integrally
involved with the engineers and scientists at the companies he represents,
working with them as a team to develop innovative technical solutions for
avoiding exposure to infringement liability.

Steve represents U.S. and foreign clients in diverse technologies, including
vehicle restraint systems, industrial conveyor equipment, consumer
products, and medical devices. He advises clients on their intellectual
property portfolios, licensing programs, and activities and has reviewed and
written numerous licenses relating to the transfer of intellectual property
rights. In merger and acquisition transactions, Steve handles sophisticated

Education
J.D., University of Illinois
College of Law, 1991

B.S., Petroleum Engineering,
University of Tulsa, 1985

Bar Admissions
Illinois

U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office

Illinois Supreme Court

U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois

Recognition
Named to the Illinois Super
Lawyers list for Intellectual
Property Law (2014–26)

Named a Leading Lawyer in
Illinois in Intellectual Property
Law, International Business &
Trade Law, and Patent Law
(2014–24)

Services
International IP Protection

IP Portfolio Management

IP Strategy Development

IP Transactions

Patent Preparation +
Prosecution

Product Clearance + Legal
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due diligence investigations involving comprehensive studies of patent
portfolios and the analysis of all the intellectual property matters raised in
the related contracts to these transactions.

Steve regularly gives presentations in Japan and elsewhere on new patent
laws and regulations proposed for adoption in the U.S. He is a member of
Fitch Even’s Executive Committee.

Representative Matters
Has represented independent inventor/entrepreneur Michael A. Waters and
Waters Industries since 1996.

Obtained patents on valving mechanism for propane tanks that were•
eventually packaged and sold to a large propane tank manufacturer, Blue
Rhino. This lucrative deal hinged on obtaining allowance of patent
application directed to commercially significant improvement, which was
successfully obtained. Another group of patents directed to patio
heaters was also successfully packaged and sold in another multimillion-
dollar deal to Uniflame, a well-known consumer heating products
manufacturer in Wisconsin.

Strategically developed Mr. Waters’s patent portfolio directed to LED-•
lighted consumer products (chiefly eyeglasses and hats). The patents
have been used to allow the client to carefully cultivate and grow the U.S.
and international markets for his products into a business with annual
sales of several hundred million dollars, while keeping it free from
inferior, lower-cost competitive products. Mr. Waters has also used Fitch
Even’s litigation group to enforce his patents against these competitive
products.

Represents Flexible Steel Lacing Company, a midsized global manufacturer of
a diverse range of products for the conveyor belt industry. Have
successfully obtained patents for substantially all new product developments
over the last 20 years. This company is a market leader in their industry, and
the strength of their patent portfolio plays a significant role in maintaining
this status.

Represented Tiger Electronics, a Chicago-area toy company later acquired by
Hasbro, and wrote and prosecuted several patent applications directed to
popular children’s toys.

Obtained patent protection for their most popular toy, the Furby. The•
Furby incorporated a combination of technological advancements never
before used in a hand-held toy, and until the patent issued, it was widely
copied due to its immense popularity.

Opinions

Reissue + Reexamination
Proceedings

Industries
Chemicals + Chemical
Engineering

Energy + Clean Technology

Environmental Engineering

Food + Agricultural Sciences

Material Science

Mechanical Engineering +
Manufacturing
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A Chicago-area travel accessories manufacturer wanted new representation
for their intellectual property and was referred to Steve by a corporate
attorney who worked with another Fitch Even client and had observed our
ability to obtain strong, commercially significant patent protection for that
client. The manufacturer selected Fitch Even over the largest patent boutique
in Chicago based on the recommendation and our presentation. Due to the
strength of our patent prosecution work, the company decided to engage
Fitch Even for their litigation matters as well, including an appeal before the
Federal Circuit.

Represented MRL-Medical Research Laboratories, a Chicago-area
defibrillator manufacturer, in negotiations to be purchased by Welch Allen, a
large, national medical device company.

Significant holdback running in the form of a multimillion-dollar escrow•
was proposed by buyer in light of patent risks they identified during due
diligence. Was successful in developing non-infringement and invalidity
positions for the client that provided purchaser confidence in strength
of positions so that holdback was deemed unnecessary.

Participated in competition for patent prosecution for leading global
communications technology company Motorola. The company had
traditionally prepared and prosecuted all patent applications in house, but
was turning to an outsourcing model for this work. Each of the many firms
vying for the work was judged on quality of the test patent applications they
prepared. Wrote and/or supervised preparation of all the test applications,
and on the strength of their quality, Fitch Even was one of the firms selected
to be an approved supplier for their outside patent application work.

Represents Tim Grover, a well-known basketball trainer who works with elite
basketball players including Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, and others. Steve
has written patent applications for several of Mr. Grover’s novel basketball
training devices.

Presentations + Publications
Presentations

“Interviews with U.S. Patent Examiners,” Various corporations and law•
firms in Japan and South Korea, November 13-17, 2023.

“Controlling the Speed of Patent Prosecution to Meet Client Goals,” AIPPI-•
Japan, with Joseph H. Herron, Tokyo, Japan, November 19, 2019.

“The Difficulties of Being Obvious: Practical Advice for Overcoming•
Obviousness Rejections,” Fitch Even Webinar, with Thomas A. James,
June 22, 2017.
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“Practical Advice for Overcoming Hurdles in U.S. Prosecution, and•
Strategies for Creating Prosecution Hurdles for Competitors,” AIPPI-
Japan, with Alan C. Schiavelli, Tokyo, Japan, April 6, 2017.

“The Lure of Functional Claiming: Benefits, Pitfalls, and Recent Court•
Decisions,” Fitch Even Webinar, with Jonathan H. Urbanek, December 17,
2014.

“Sweeping Changes in U.S. Patent Practice,” Chuo University, Tokyo,•
Japan, April 22, 2014.

“The America Invents Act: Life after March 16, 2013,” Various•
corporations and law firms in Japan and South Korea, April 8–12, 2013.

“Patent Reform Overview: The America Invents Act,” Various•
corporations and law firms in Japan, March 12–16, 2012.

“Recent Developments: U.S. Patent Law and Procedure,” Various•
corporations and law firms in Japan, July 18–22, 2011.

“Claiming Small Entity Status: Small Savings and Huge Headaches,” Fitch•
Even Webinar, December 15, 2010.

“IP Protection and the U.S. Patent System,” Oseco, Broken Arrow,•
Oklahoma, November 5, 2010.

“The Best Defense is a Good Offense: Patent Reexamination,” Institute of•
Intellectual Property, Tokyo, Japan, January 22, 2010.

“Important Trends in Obtaining and Enforcing U.S. Patent Rights,” AIPPI-•
Japan (International Association for the Protection of Intellectual
Property), Tokyo, Japan, March 3, 2009.

“Update on U.S. Patent System,” Hoffmann-Eitle, Munich, Germany, May•
16, 2008.

“Update on U.S. Patent System,” TAP Pharmaceuticals, Lake Forest,•
Illinois, December 7, 2007.

“Design Protection for the Automotive Industry,” Licensing Executives•
Society International, Seoul, South Korea, April 12, 2006.

“Preparing Patents with an Eye Toward the Courtroom,” Xerox•
Corporation, Rochester, New York, June 18, 2001.

Publications
“Practice Makes Perfect: Tips for Approaching Perfection in Amendment•
Practice,” The Patent Lawyer, vol. 1, no. 2, Oct. 2004: 21–22.
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“WIPO: Promoting Global Economies via Enhanced Protection for•
Intellectual Property,” e-Business Law Bulletin, October 2000.

Memberships
American Intellectual Property Law Association•

Federal Circuit Bar Association•

Intellectual Property Law Association of Chicago•

Past Chair, U.S. Patent Committee•
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